DEBORAH MILNER

Acclaimed for the originality of her creations, the designer Deborah Milner is an artist and past master of the unusual.

Born in London, Deborah began her career in fashion at the St. Martin’s School of Art, from which she graduated, in 1987, with a degree in Fashion Design. Deborah’s talent and her thirst for knowledge resulted in her continuing her studies at the Royal College of Arts, from which she earned a second degree in 1990.
After completing her studies, Deborah opened her first  atelier in 1991. Her extraordinary creative talent, combined with her forward-looking attitude resulted in success. Deborah began to create original pieces in collaboration with some of the biggest names in the fashion industry, including Philip Treacy. After collaboration with the avant-garde singer  Bjork on the cover of his new album, Homogenic, Deborah soon gained a reputation as the rising star of the London fashion world, the designer of creations featuring unusual architectural shapes.

In 2003, Deborah moved to Brazil, where she devoted a year to working on environmental sustainability initiatives to help preserve Brazil’s natural resources. Inspired by her discoveries, Deborah attempted to reshape the face of eco-sustainable fashion. In an attempt to create eco-friendly fabrics, she found herself facing numerous obstacles, discovering that the majority of eco-fabrics and the methods used to dye them were not up to high fashion standards.
 In 2004, Deborah collaborated with Alexander McQueen, creating new and strikingly beautiful architectural shapes which were then showcased on Parisian catwalks.  
Deborah knew that to succeed in her quest for an eco-friendly type of fashion she would need a backer. Hence, her partnership with Aveda, targeted at extending the idea of environmental responsibility and sustainable materials to the fashion industry. In 2005, Aveda sponsored the creation of eight of her garments which she presented at the American company’s biannual Congress Fashion Show. It was thanks to this partnership that Deborah Milner’s revolutionary ecoture collection became a reality.
Deborah’s work has been featured in some the most important international magazines such as Elle  (America and Great Britain), Harper’s Bazaar, Vogue (America, Britain, Italy and Brazil,) L’Officiel, Russian Playboy, Tatler, The Face, The New Yorker, International Herald Tribune, The Guardian, The Indipendent, The Evening Standard, The Financial Times, The Telegraph, The Times, The Sunday Times, The New York Times and Women’s Wear Daily.

Deborah’s client portfolio continues to grow with celebrities clamouring to purchase her creations. Isabella Blow, Selina Blow, Yasmin Le Bon, Candida Bond, Helena Bonham Carter (Oscar dress 1998), Isabella Cawdor, Lucy Ferry, Princess Firyal of Jordan, Sabisha Friedberg, Honor Fraser, Jo Gordon, Louisa Guiness, Annabel Heseltine, Whitney Houston, Lisa Marie, Hermione Norris, Jill Rirblat, Victoria de Rothschild, Brooke Shields and Plum Sykes are just a few of Deborah’s fans.

At present, Deborah lives and works in London.

THE COLLECTION
Thanks to years of experience in the fashion industry, Deborah has managed to put together a team of experts including Karen Spurgin, head coordinator of textile research, Penny Walsh, an expert on organic dyes and Sally Payne, pattern maker.

Deborah Milner presents a collection that is the result of experimental research combining fashion and ecology. Organic fibres and sustainable fabrics.  For example materials hand-woven by  Women Weavers, a women’s craft cooperative in India. Recycled end-lot fabrica, donated by Mantero have also been used.  Fabrics and embroidery have been created by recycling old plastic bags. All Milner’s dresses are hand-dyed with natural colours. The marble-effect of one of her dresses was made possible thanks to a fabric printing process involving the use of ecological substances such as carrageenan algae instead of turpentine. Deborah has also used traditional Chinese embroidery: an ancient handcrafted technique that might possibly be lost following the rapid industrialization and modernization of China.
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