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“A tribute to Art Nouveau”

International fashion designer Abed Mahfouz astonished the fashion world with his splendid and luxurious designs which were presented during his new Haute Couture fashion show at the AltaRoma AltaModa fashion week. The fashion show was produced in an outdoor and romantic atmosphere at the Parc of Villa Borghese, one of Rome’s most prominent palaces.

In this new Haute Couture Fall/Winter 2008-2009 collection, Abed Mahfouz got inspired from within his admiration to an old artistic style which is Art Nouveau, and created his collection in an attempt to honor this memorable school of Art.

Art Nouveau is an international movement and style of art, architecture and applied arts, mostly seen as a reaction to academic art of the 19th century. Although Art Nouveau was not properly promoted with the arrival of 21st century modernist styles, Abed Mahfouz considers it today as an important bridge between the Neoclassicism and Modernism; and thus, he brilliantly managed to illustrate the transition from the 19th to the 21st century artistic trends.

Faithfull to his symbols, satin, silk, chiffon and laces, Abed Mahfouz perpetuates the fluid look of his collections. Some of the imbroded fabrics used by designer Mahfouz, presented distinguished paintings from historic Art Nouveau monuments that are now recognized by UNESCO on their World Heritage List. Some of the fabrics display inspirations from outstanding examples of Art Nouveau architecture such as the external graphic representation at the “Vienna Secession Building” by “Joseph Olbrich” and the stained glass of “La Casina Delle Civette” by “Cesare Picchiarini”. In this perespective, the Abed Mahfouz Haute Couture collection reflected such decorative motifs, formed by dynamic, undulating, and flowing lines in a syncopated rhythm.

Furthermore, the collection designs reflected swifted and draped long dresses which were characterized by floral and organic motifs, especially the highly-stylized lines inspired from the flowing curvilinear forms of jewelry designs by “Lalique” and “Alfphonse Mucha”. 

The dresses colors went from metallic tones like gold and silver into warm colors such as petro blue, green emerald, violet and dark red.

Once again, and through his human creative genius, international fashion designer Abed Mahfouz defeated the challenge against time, and continues to fulfill his mission as the gardian of art and beauty. 
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