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Bisrat Negassi
Biography
Bisrat Negassi went a long way to get her foot in the door of the fashion world. Aged six, she was forced, along with her family, to flee her homeland of Eritrea in East Africa due to civil war. They spent two years in Sudan seeking asylum before being admitted into Germany. After schooling in Hamburg, Negassi went on to study architecture at Luebeck University, but felt disillusioned with her career choice: ‘Something was wrong for me with being an architect. You have your ideas, you put them on paper, and then you do the models. Not being sure whether I would see all my models in reality was annoying me.’

A career in fashion seemed more satisfying for Negassi.  Before making any decisions on whether to pursue a career in the fashion industry, she decided

do internships. After internships in Paris and New York, convinced of her future in fashion, Negassi returned to Germany and was immediately offered a schoolarship in fashion design at Hamburg’s Jak Fashion Academy. After graduating she moved back to Paris, the city she fell in love with, to pursue her career 

as a fashion designer. She started with her own collection with the label name "Negassi".

‘Bisrat’ means someone who brings good news and ‘Negassi’, my surname, means a person who is going to be crowned,’ she explains.

Philippe Mensah, a Parisian hair stylist who supported her from the beginning, introduced her to the famous model Yasmin Warsame. ‘She is from Somalia, which is next to my country, so we had some stuff in common,’ the designer explains. ‘We met, we talked, and we thought we had known each other forever.’ Warsame started to model for Negassi and introduced her to Kithe Brewster, a stylist from New York. All of her shows so far have been styled by Brewster, who also styles New York designer Steven Burrows and Kai Millard Morris, wife of soul legend Stevie Wonder.

Her collections are becoming the secret tip of Paris Fashion Week. Inspired by her idyllic neighbourhood on the outskirts of Paris, her extensive travel and remarkable childhood experiences, she brings a new approach to the conservative Parisian fashion scene.

Celebrities like Debra Shaw, Aissa Maiga, Liya Kebede and Ayo wear "Negassi".

The designer expressed her versatility in her first collection, ‘Choose Your Way Different Each Day’. The collection was based on short stories and poems, which she wrote and translated into the collection. Most of the garments were designed to be worn in different ways. 

Bisrat Negassi showed her collection 06/07 at the charity event "United for Africa" in the St. Elisabeth church in Berlin under the patronage of the german federal president Mr. Horst Köhler. The host PUMA invited Negassi for the opening.

Negassi feels happy to be able to follow her passion in fashion design, but not content to tread water, she has other plans to run alongside this. ‘If I wouldn’t do fashion, I don’t really know what else I would do. I can forget the whole world around me and just create and do my dresses.

That is the most important thing for me, but it is also important to have links with something more social. If I would do only fashion I would die.’ Through her talent, hard work and ability to network, Negassi has fulfilled her ambition of becoming a fashion designer..

For the future, she talks about ‘using fashion for something better’ and creating ‘art villages and schools for children who are traumatised from war . 

Having already accomplished so much, for Negassi the possibilities are endless.

