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Interview with Annette Kölling

Trasformism and witchcraft, with the presentation of my chameleon woman
From Flemish painting to the Renaissance, history and culture are my sources of inspiration 
Where did your passion for painting and Flemish history originate?

Flemish countries have always been influenced by their ancient cultural tradition. There is a particular feeling in museums, picture galleries and places of art.
As far as you are concerned, to what extent do teachings and costumes of the past represent a source of creativity? 
The link with tradition proved to be a prime factor for the Witch collection because it features garments inspired by black magic. The other collection is also linked to ancient traditions because it is based on ethnic influences and inspiration. All in all, I will be presenting 13 garments, 5 of which belong to the first collection, the one with which I won the Mittelmoda competition, and eight to the second, inspired by the chameleon.   

What are the key features of your creations? What the value added?

I think fantasy and originality. The collection to be showcased in Rome was entirely created on the basis of stories made up by me. The Chameleon collection tells the story of a young girl who changes into a chameleon.
Why did you leave Germany to move to Belgium? 
The fashion school that I attended in Germany concentrated mainly on technical aspects. The Belgian school was more experimental and it drove me to find a more personal style, it afforded me the chance of extending and developing my creativity. A much more stimulating training course.
Bands, actresses, celebrities from the world of the performing arts. What type of people would you like to dress? 
A band…yes, I’d like that. But more than anyone else, I would like to design clothes for Kirsten Dunst, the unforgettable star of Marie Antoinette by Sophia Coppola.

What do you expect from the Roman High Fashion week? 
I’m really curious. The Italian students who attend my school have told me that the High Fashion week is a fantastic event. I have never been to Rome and I am sure that this experience will be even more exciting that anything I have imagined until now.
How do you picture Rome? What do you think it will be like?

I’ve studied about Roman architecture and art in books and it’s amazing to think that you live surrounded by works of art! 

You’re a lover of history and art, do you think that, sometime in the future, Rome could be a source of inspiration?

Most definitely. It could serve as inspiration for more than one collection. Its mixture of modern and ancient art has amazing appeal.  

Is there a historic, artistic or pictorial  period that might become a source of inspiration? The main theme of this edition of Roman High Fashion is based on Rome and on three historic periods in particular, the Imperial age, the Renaissance and La Dolce Vita. With which of these do you associate most strongly?  
I am particularly attracted by the Renaissance period and by the projects of Leonardo da Vinci depicting the first flying machines. I am particularly attracted by the enormous creativity of that period.  
In your opinion, what are Belgium girls looking for in fashion? 
Showing off their figures. In fact, they have a tendency to show off their bodies with low-cut necklines and body-hugging dresses.
. 

Have you ever work as a costume designer in the theatre? 
No, but I did do a course on costume design.. 

Is there a designer who represents a reference point for you and with whom you would like to work ?

I find Balenciaga’s creative style the most appealing of all.  

Do young Belgian fashion designers, interested in working in the Haute Couture section, find an outlet for their talent in your country?
No, unfortunately not. Here in Belgium, there is neither High Fashion nor  pret-à-porter. We’re just 4 hours from Paris and the designers who are seriously interested in this type of work usually try to get into Paris fashion houses or they attempt to present their creations in the capital of French fashion. 
What significance do you attribute to the word experimentation?

Being able to present my creations in Rome is the result of the experimentation that I have been working on for years. Experimentation in fashion means discovering myself and the potential of my work as a designer. It’s also an extremely tiring job because creativity always has to be at peak levels 
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